PART TWO
STYLES IN HOUSES AND FURNISHINGS

CHAPTER 5
TRADITIONAL STYLES IN HOUSES

Since the present American houses and furnishings are usually
classified as period (traditional), or cottage, or Modern in style,
these three different types will be explained in this book. Another
type known as Non-period will have to be recognized when it be-
comes more generally used.

The following survey of the traditional styles in domestic archi-
tecture features those which have contributed most to American
homes, the English, Spanish, French, Italian, and Greek.

Home makers should be able to identify houses built in the
Colonial, English, French, or Spanish manner as a matter of appre-
ciation and also for the ability which it will give them to visualize
houses they are planning. Although a period house is not now
copied literally, the elements of a traditional style, such as the
roof, doors, windows, and moldings, are freely used. Retaining
some characteristics of the period styles gives a traditional char-
acter to many houses of today. Period exteriors can be adapted
to fit floor plans of today, even though they are entirely different
from those of the past* This subject is developed in Chapter 11.

When considering traditional* styles in houses it is well to realize
that some of their peculiarities and characteristics developed be-
cause of the position of the rooms, which were located to suit the
manner of life of the occupants. Other characteristics developed
because of the few available materials and limited facilities. Now
when the manner of living is different and materials and processes
are adequate it is absurd to copy any of the inconveniences or lim-
itations of old houses. On the other hand, the features that have
brought esthetic satisfaction to home owners for centuries provide
a valuable precedent for those who are planning to build a home,
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